Call for Conference Participation
68th Annual Conference – May 16-19, 2013
American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR)
A joint meeting with the World Association for Public Opinion Research (WAPOR)

Submission Deadline: November 12, 2012
http://www.aapor.org
The American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) is pleased to announce its
68th Annual Conference at the Seaport Boston Hotel & Seaport World Trade Center, Boston
in Massachusetts on May 16-19, 2013. AAPOR seeks proposals for papers, methodological
briefs, posters, panel sessions and demonstrations that address important research
questions, increase AAPOR member knowledge, and promote our profession. We will
consider proposals on any topic in public opinion, survey research, and social science
research more generally. We are particularly interested in proposals related to our
conference theme:

Asking Critical Questions: Toward a Sustainable Future
for Public Opinion and Social Research
Public opinion and survey researchers are operating in a time of considerable challenge and
change. Securing respondent cooperation from an increasingly wary population has never
been more difficult, and costs to produce comparable amounts of data have risen over time.
It has become clear that addressing such challenges requires researchers to be adaptable
and innovative—for example, through increased flexibility in working with respondents in
modes of their choice, and by designing correspondingly nimble data collection instruments.
Even with such innovation, some research questions require data beyond what surveys
produce. Researchers have long relied on a complementary qualitative or administrative
data for various purposes. Now, data from non-probabilistic panels, as well as data not
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originally generated for research purposes—from social media, Internet usage, and
commercial transactions, among others—are also increasingly available. It is not
completely clear to what extent these data meet our research needs, but their
proliferation certainly calls for continued evaluation.
Ensuring a sustainable future for public opinion and social research will require both
continued innovation in traditional survey methods, and increased consideration of what
emerging approaches do and do not contribute to our field. The 2013 AAPOR Annual
Conference will serve as a forum to ask critical questions about both. We particularly
encourage submissions on approaches that provide new analytic utility, improve efficiency,
reduce costs, and address current methodological limitations; or that demonstrate
substantive or methodological insights gleaned from newer data sources or combinations of
data.
The conference should also affirm our conviction that polls and surveys continue to ask
critical questions, providing vital information about our health, economy, institutions,
beliefs and aspirations, which as essential to the proper function of a free and just society.
As such, submissions on any topic of interest to public opinion and survey researchers are
also encouraged, including but not limited to:















Public opinion on social, economic and political issues
Political polling and electoral decision-making
Media influences on public opinion
Racial, ethnic and gender issues
Cross-national or comparative research
Surveying and interviewing diverse populations
Questionnaire design and evaluation
Mixed-mode data collection and emerging methodologies
Innovative sampling techniques
Qualitative research techniques
Nonresponse and response bias in surveys
Administrative data and data mining
Coverage and noncoverage in surveys
Use of nonprobability and probability sampling designs

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION
Where to submit: Proposals should be submitted electronically by Monday, November 12,
11:59 p.m. (EST). Only proposals submitted through this website can be considered.
Interested parties can also access the online submission form from the AAPOR website.
Submitters will receive a system-generated email confirmation of their submission within 24
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hours. If this confirmation does not arrive, please log back onto the site to verify the system
accepted your proposal.
Format types: When interested parties log onto the system to submit their proposal(s), they
will be asked to select from the following presentations formats:


Formal papers involve original research featuring an oral address of 10-15
minutes to an audience. A 300-word abstract is required at submission. Authors
are strongly encouraged to prepare formal papers in advance of the conference
(usually 12-15 pages in length), and are asked to make presentation materials,
such as PowerPoint slides available to attendees following the conference.



Methodological briefs are formal, intentionally short presentations of original
methodological research that highlight significant empirical results (e.g., one
table) with less theoretical elaboration than a regular paper session. Briefs
involve oral presentations of five minutes to an audience. A 300-word abstract is
required at submission. Authors are strongly encouraged to prepare short
papers in advance of the conference (e.g., 5-8 pages in length), and are asked to
make presentation materials such as PowerPoint slides available to attendees
following the conference.



Posters are presentations of original research that rely on visual display
(i.e., posters) combined with interactive author-audience discussion.
A 300-word abstract is required at submission, and authors are strongly
encouraged to distribute handouts or a reduced-size paper copy of their poster
at the conference.



Panels involve pre-organized papers or presentations that focus on a common
theme and include four or five participants. The organizer of the panel should
enter into the system a 300-word abstract describing the panel, in addition to a
300-word abstract FOR EACH proposed panelist. If complete information on the
proposed panel is not immediately available, the organizer must add information
to complete the submission before the final deadline.



Demonstrations are 10 minute presentations of new data-gathering tools,
research techniques, or other developments of practical or methodological value
to the field. A 300-word abstract is required at submission for demonstrations;
formal papers are not necessary.

We particularly encourage the submission of proposals by professionals working in the
commercial sector. Please feel free to contact Paul Beatty, AAPOR Annual Conference Chair,
with ideas that may depart from the normal conference paper format. Space on the
program is limited. Some excellent proposals for formal paper presentations that cannot be
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integrated into panels will, unfortunately, not be accepted. Authors have a greater chance
of being selected to participate on the program if they are willing to be considered for
poster presentations or methodological briefs.
Multi-paper restriction: To promote broad conference participation, an individual may not
submit more than two proposals as first author, regardless of the proposed format of the
submission (formal paper, panel member, poster, methodological brief, or demonstration).
Also, each submission must identify who will be the presenter at the conference. In addition
to the first-author restriction, an individual may not submit more than two proposals as
presenter, regardless of the proposed format of the submission.
Evaluation: The Annual Conference Committee will evaluate proposals for quality,
originality, and completeness. Proposals should communicate work that authors expect to
reach an acceptable stage of completion before the conference (i.e., at the beginning of
May 2013). Final decisions about program submissions will be made by the end of January
2013.
AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT
All meeting rooms will have projectors, screens, microphones and laptops.
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
At recent conferences, groups with common interests have met informally to share
methods, research findings, and other information. AAPOR encourages such gatherings
and will be pleased to include these gatherings on the official program. If you would like
to organize such a group, please contact Paul Beatty, AAPOR Annual Conference Chair.
INQUIRIES
Questions concerning the AAPOR conference or the proposal submission process should be
directed to:

Paul Beatty
AAPOR 68 Annual Conference Chair
National Center for Health Statistics
pbb5@cdc.gov
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Donna Tieberg
AAPOR Administrative Director
dtieberg@aapor.org
+1-847-205-2651
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